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Students of 
Georgetown 
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to host talk on 
‘Transforming Middle 
East’ with Al Jazeera 
expert panel today.
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Conference and Exhibition 
of the Special Libraries 
Association in Muscat.
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Faced with limited options, 

female film directors turn to 

small screen, where choice, 

demand are plentiful. P4-5
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Community Editor
Kamran Rehmat

e-mail: community@gulf-times.com
Telephone: 44466405

Fax: 44350474

Emergency 999
Worldwide Emergency Number 112
Kahramaa – Electricity and Water 991
Local Directory 180
International Calls Enquires 150
Hamad International Airport 40106666
Labor Department  44508111, 44406537
Mowasalat Taxi 44588888
Qatar Airways 44496000
Hamad Medical Corporation  44392222, 44393333
Qatar General Electricity and 
Water Corporation 44845555, 44845464
Primary Health Care Corporation 44593333 
 44593363 
Qatar Assistive Technology 
Centre 44594050
Qatar News Agency 44450205 
 44450333
Q-Post – General Postal 
Corporation 44464444

Humanitarian Services Offi  ce 
(Single window facility for the repatriation of bodies)
Ministry of Interior  40253371, 40253372, 
 40253369
Ministry of Health  40253370, 40253364
Hamad Medical Corporation  40253368, 40253365
Qatar Airways  40253374

USEFUL NUMBERS

Quote Unquote

PRAYER TIME
Fajr 4.29am
Shorooq (sunrise) 5.45am
Zuhr (noon) 11.43am
Asr (afternoon) 3.08pm
Maghreb (sunset) 5.44pm
Isha (night) 7.14pm

Stay positive and 
happy. Work hard and don’t 

give up hope. Be open to criticism and 
keep learning. Surround yourself with 

happy, warm and genuine people. 

— Tena Desae

Hostile
DIRECTION: Mathieu Turi
CAST: Brittany Ashworth, Grégory 

Fitoussi, Javier Botet
SYNOPSIS: Sometime in the 

near future, and following a deadly 
apocalypse, a woman named Juliette 
(Brittany Ashworth) roams the desolate 

countryside in a beat-up old van – 
searching for supplies and fuel. At 
a deserted gas station, she narrowly 
avoids something large and apparently 
dangerous on the fl oor above. Back on 
the road, a photograph of her with a yet 
unknown bearded man fl ies out of her 
window. She automatically attempts 

to grab it, turning the wheel of her 
fast-moving vehicle. She fl ips several 
times and is left unconscious. When 
she awakens some time later, she has a 
compound fracture of one of her legs, 
her gun is out of reach and it is dark.

THEATRES: Landmark, The Mall, 
Royal Plaza

Hangman 
DIRECTION: Johnny Martin
CAST: Karl Urban, Al Pacino, Brittany Snow
SYNOPSIS: Detective Archer (Al Pacino) is brought out of 

recent retirement by his friend, Detective Ruiney (Karl Urban), 
when a serial killer in Monroe, Georgia, cites their badge 

numbers at the scene of a crime. With plucky New York Times 
journalist Christi Davies (Brittany Snow) tagging along, the 
detectives go from crime scene to crime scene, trying to fi gure 
out who’s carving letters into victims in a game of hangman.

THEATRES: The Mall, Landmark, Royal Plaza

The Mall Cinema (1): Kaly 
(Malayalam) 3pm; Bullet Head (2D) 
6pm; Hangman (2D) 7:45pm; Bullet 
Head (2D) 9:30pm; The Lodgers 
(2D) 11:15pm.
The Mall Cinema (2): Black Panther 
(2D) 2pm; The Oddsockeaters (2D) 
4:30pm; The Oddsockeaters (2D) 
6pm; 3 Storeys (Hindi) 7:30pm; First 
Born (2D) 9:30pm; Hangman (2D) 
11:30pm.
The Mall Cinema (3): Hate Story 
4 (Hindi) 3pm; Black Panther (2D) 
5:30pm; Borg Vs. McEnroe (2D) 
8pm; Hostile (2D) 10pm; Hate Story 
4 (Hindi) 11:30pm.
Landmark Cinema (1): Kaly 
(Malayalam) 3pm; Hostile (2D) 6pm; 
The Oddsockeaters (2D) 7:30pm; 
Borg Vs. McEnroe (2D) 9:15pm; Kaly 
(Malayalam) 11:15pm.

Landmark Cinema (2): The 
Oddsockeaters (2D) 2:30pm; The 
Oddsockeaters (2D) 4pm; The 
Oddsockeaters (2D) 5:30pm; Bullet 
Head (2D) 7pm; Black Panther (2D) 
9pm; Hangman (2D) 11:30pm.
Landmark Cinema (3): Black 
Panther (2D) 2:30pm; Death Wish 
(2D) 5pm; Hangman (2D) 7pm; First 
Born (2D) 9pm; Black Panther (2D) 
11pm.
Royal Plaza Cinema Palace (1): 
The Oddsockeaters (2D) 2:30pm; 
The Oddsockeaters (2D) 4:15pm; 
The Oddsockeaters (2D) 5:45pm; 
Bullet Head (2D) 7:15pm; Borg Vs. 
McEnroe (2D) 9:30pm; Bullet Head 

(2D) 11:30pm.
Royal Plaza Cinema Palace (2): 
Black Panther (2D) 2:30pm; Kaly 
(Malayalam) 5pm; Hangman (2D) 
8pm; Hostile (2D) 9:45pm; Kaly 
(Malayalam) 11:15pm.
Royal Plaza Cinema Palace 
(3): Kaly (Malayalam) 2:30pm; 
Death Wish (2D) 5:30pm; Borg Vs. 
McEnroe (2D) 7:30pm; First Born 
(2D) 9:30pm; Hangman (2D) 11:15pm.
Asian Town Cinema: Maya 
Nadhi (Malayalam) 7pm; Maya 
Nadhi (Malayalam) 9:45pm; Kaly 
(Malayalam) 6pm; Kaly (Malayalam) 
8:45pm; Kaly (Malayalam) 11:30pm; 
Captain (Malayalam) 7pm; Captain 
(Malayalam) 10pm; Hate Story 4 
(Hindi) 6pm; Kaly (Malayalam) 
8:30pm; Hate Story 4 (Hindi) 
11:15pm.
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 Compiled by Nausheen Shaikh. E-mail: gtlisting@gmail.com, Events and timings subject to change

EVENTS

Exhibition of Works 
WHERE: The Gallery at VCUarts
WHEN: Today
TIME: 6:00pm
The Gallery at VCUarts Qatar will host 

the opening reception for an exhibition 
focusing on poet and artist Mari Evans 
today at 6:00 pm. Be there and enjoy the 
exhibition.

HEC Paris EMBA
WHERE: Tornado Tower, West Bay
WHEN: March 21
TIME: 4:30pm – 6:00pm
HEC Paris in Qatar is offering an HEC 

Paris information session – executive MBA. 
Come hear from our Academic Director and 
Admissions team. Find out more about HEC 
Paris, our degree programmes run in Qatar, 
the admissions process and financing 
options.

Holiday Camp
WHERE: TCA Campus, behind Gulf 

Times Bldg 
WHEN: March 18–29
TIME: 8.30am - 12.45pm
Get ready to enjoy your vacation with 

holiday camp at TCA. Kids can play with 
colours and paint their imagination on 
paper. Activities such as dance, calligraphy, 
Abacus, and Vedic math will take place. 
Transport will be available for students as 
well. Come be a part of this fun camp. For 
more information, call 66523871. 

Doha Triathlon 2018
WHERE: Museum of Islamic Art Park
WHEN: March 16
TIME: 5:00 am - 12:30 pm
Doha Triathlon will take place on Friday 

March 16 2018, in the surrounding area of 
the Museum of Islamic Art, with the scenic 
view of Doha’s skyline in the background. 
This is the second edition of the event 
which started on January 20 2017. In 
addition of the full Olympic Triathlon and 
Sprint distances that we offered last year, 
we are happy to announce that we are now 
bringing in a Super Sprint distance for 
teenagers aged 12-13 and 14-15 years old, 
individually or as teams.

Rang Barse Doha
WHERE: Doha Marriott Hotel
WHEN: March 30
TIME: 3:00pm-11:00pm
It is that time of the year. When we 

decide to colour you up!! Yeah you heard it 
right Red Apple Events and Media presents 
you for the seventh time in a ROW...RANG 
BARSE 2018. As always Doha Marriott 
outdoors will be turned into a festival 
Arena. Every year we bring you the best in 
music and a crowd who parties like there 
is no tomorrow...To take care of Music 
as always we are bringing the Badshah of 
Bollywood DJ AKHTAR, he has already been 
featured in 3 Rang Barse’s and ensured we 
danced till our feet cant handle more.

Qatar International Boat Show
WHERE: The Pearl-Qatar
WHEN: Till March 17
Qatar International Boat Show is a 

must-exhibit event for boaters and anyone 
thinking of getting into boating as it serves 
as an ideal maritime-industry networking 
platform and a key business driver for the 
marine sector boosting regional marine 
industry. Each year this event brings 
the entire recreational boating industry 
together ¬ manufacturers, dealers and 
boating consumers. Qatar International 
Boat Show 5th Edition will take place untill 
March 17 2018 at Porto Arabia, The Pearl- 
Qatar.

Extreme Desert Show
WHEN: Ongoing
TIME: 1:30pm - 6:30pm
Experience the desert in a real traditional 

way. It includes a desert safari, dune 
bashing and a trip to inland sea. Watch a 
thrilling Extreme Desert Show only for 
170QR per person. Call 3339 3323 for more 
inquiries.

Date festival
WHERE: Souq Waqif
WHEN: Till tomorrow
The festival “Souq Al Tumur Al Musami 

(Seasonal Dates’ Market) started from 
February 15  and would continue till March 
15, 2018, said a release. The registration is 
free for local and international companies 
producing, importing and supplying dates. 
The venue of the festival, Souq Waqif 
is a destination for visitors and tourists 
from Qatar and abroad and is highly 
popular among citizens and expatriates, 
for its activities, exhibitions and festivals 
throughout the year. The seasonal market 
for dates will provide a platform for 
companies to showcase varieties of dates, 
and the products made of dates.

Qatar Running Series
WHERE: MIA Park
WHEN: ongoing till April 13
TIME: 7am
Get ready for Qatar Running Series at 

MIA Park. The events will take place in Mia 
Park and comprise of distances ranging 
from 3k to 10k. All events will be run on 
accurately measured short courses with 

multiple laps and will be restricted to a 
maximum of 130 participants.

Mall of Qatar Fun Fair
WHERE: Mall Of Qatar
WHEN: Until April 15
The Mall of Qatar has expanded to 

bring you “Doha’s best outdoor theme 
park”. Come with your family and friends 
to enjoy the new rides and attractions – 
Trampoline, Giant Slide, Wind Tunnel, 
Disco Tagada, Meltdown, Surfing and much 
more to enjoy with family and friends. 
Come all and enjoy life.

Souq Waqif Spring Festival
WHERE: Souq Waqif
WHEN: Ongoing
TIME: Evening
Souq Waqif is hosting Spring Festival 

events until April 25. The festival is 
organised by the Organizing Committee 
of the Private Engineering Office. This 
year’s festival offers a range of family-
friendly fun including parades, shows, 
plays, music featuring top stars and 
children’s entertainment. Spring Festival 
will also present fine arts events in the 
various sections of Souq Waqif Arts Center, 
including workshops directed to all visitors.

Foodex Qatar 2018
WHEN: May 3-5
WHERE: Doha Exhibition and 

Convention Centre
Qatar is the most urbanised nation 

among the GCC states. Urban lifestyles 
have raised the standard of living of 
individuals and changed their eating 
pattern, resulting in a shift in the diet 
towards protein rich foods as well as 
packaged and fast food. Consumption of 
such premium products has contributed to 
the growth of the food industry. FOODEX 
will strengthen the Qatari food industry 
to meet the standards of rising expatriate 
population, tourism, and developing tastes 
of Western foods.

Remote-controlled car racing track
WHERE: Aspire Park
WHEN: Thu, Fri, Sat
TIME: 4pm-10pm
Aspire Zone Foundation has created a 

custom-made track specially designed 
for remote-control car racing, for car 
lovers across Doha. Interested motorsport 
enthusiasts can try the race track opposite 
the Aspire Academy, from 4pm to 10pm on 
Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays.

Outdoor and five-a-side football 
pitches

WHERE: Aspire Zone
WHEN: Daily
TIME: 7pm-11pm
Aspire Zone’s five-a-side football 

outdoor pitches opposite Al Waab Street 
are available every day from 7pm until 11pm 
from Sundays to Thursdays, and on Fridays 
and Saturdays from 7am-11pm.

Mahaseel Festival
WHEN: Thu, Fri, Sat
WHERE: Katara
TIME: 9am-10pm
Visitors to the festival can expect a 

variety of products from local vegetables, 
flowers, honey and meat, poultry and 
diary items. For those of you looking for 
traditional Qatari food, there will also be 
stalls selling homemade foods such as 
Machbous. Farm-grown goods include 
aubergines, peppers, cucumbers, tomatoes, 
courgettes, cauliflower, herbs, and chilies. 
There are also animal products such as 
chicken, milk, cheese and eggs from Qatari 

companies like Baladna and Al Waha 
Poultry Company.

B.Square Mall Grand Event
WHERE: Al Thumama, Doha
WHEN: Ongoing
TIME: 6:30pm
The only mall in Qatar dedicated to 

entertainment, B.Square Mall will occupy 
a total space of 26,000 sq.m and 250 car 
parking spaces, as well as provide a range 
of shopping, services, and entertainment 
options.

Torba Farmers Market
WHERE: Education City
WHEN: Ongoing
TIME: 9am
Qatar Foundation (QF) has partnered 

with Torba Farmers Market, a Qatar-based 
initiative that aims to deliver organic 
and locally-grown food and homemade 
products, to host a weekly market in 
Education City. Open to the public, the 
market be held at QF’s Ceremonial Court, 
accessible from gate 2, every Thursday from 
9am-4pm and every Friday from 8am-11am 
and 2pm-5pm.The name ‘Torba’ is derived 
from Arabic, and means “the pure soil that 
feeds, nourishes, and nurtures.” A wide 
range of fresh, locally-grown items will 
be on off er, including organic fruits and 
vegetables, homemade preserves, syrups, 
and butters, as well as handicrafts and 
gardening supplies.

Breakdance Classes
WHEN: Sunday-Wednesday
Breakdancing is part of the Hip Hop culture 

that originated in New York and has since 
spread all over the world. Breakdancing is an 
athletic and acrobatic style of dancing, which 
can often appear to defy the laws of physics. 
This extreme dance-sport uses tremendous 
upper-body strength for tricks and poses and 
a great way to get into shape and have fun. 
Register now by calling 33003839 or e-mail 
registration@atelierqatar.com

Zumba Session
WHERE: Bin Omran 
WHEN: Sundays 
 TIME: 7pm - 8pm
Participate in Zumba Sessions (Adults) 

every Sunday. For more information call 
33003839 or registration@atelierqatar.com 

Salsa Nights
WHERE: The Irish Harp-Sheraton Grand 

Doha 
WHEN: Every Wednesday
TIME: 9pm
Get ready for some Latin beats every 

Wednesday night, where all the salseros and 
salseras in town meet and party all night. 
Entry is QR50 for gents. Ladies enter free. For 
details call 4485 3000.

Off  -Road biking tour
WHERE: Zekreet
WHEN: Fridays
Blue Pearl Experience Qatar is off ering the 

country’s fi rst off -road biking tour. Ride in 
the desert on a fat bike to explore the local 
fl ora and fauna spot desert wildlife, hike 
up jebels, chill in the magic of the Richard 
Serra statues and this unique landscape. 
Participants will get to cross the desert 
riding fat bikes from Zekreet to the Richard 
Serra statues, on a route of approximately 
13kms. The route is easy to ride and suitable 
for people with average fi tness. You must 
be able to ride. Kids aged 9 and older are 
also welcome. The fee is QR 220 (QR190 
for ages 9-14) and includes bike and safety 
equipment. The activity lasts about 2.5 
hours.
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TURNING TO TV: Clockwise, Jane Campion, Mary Harron, Nicole Holofcener and Allison Anders.

Female film directors 
turn to small screen 

Some of the most distinctive and acclaimed female filmmakers of the last 25 years — 

Jane Campion, Mary Harron, Allison Anders, Nicole Holofcener among them — have 

turned to television for opportunities not readily available in the feature film world
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By Meredith Blake

I
n the 14 years that elapsed 
between her debut feature, 
the Oscar-winning Monster, 
and her blockbuster second 
fi lm, Wonder Woman, Patty 

Jenkins kept her skills sharp 
by directing episodes of The 
Killing, Entourage and Arrested 
Development.

Jenkins is hardly alone in 
following this path. Some of the 
most distinctive and acclaimed 
female fi lmmakers of the last 
25 years — Jane Campion, Mary 
Harron, Allison Anders, Nicole 
Holofcener among them — 
have turned to television for 
opportunities not readily available 
in the feature fi lm world.

Writer-director Kimberly 
Peirce struck gold with her fi rst 
feature, Boys Don’t Cry, whose lead 
actress, Hilary Swank, also won an 
Academy Award. But it took her 
nine years to make her follow-up, 
the Iraq war drama Stop-Loss, a 
commercial disappointment.

“People would say to me, ‘Why 
don’t you make more movies?’ You 
should never ask a woman why 
she hasn’t made more movies, any 
more than you should ask a person 
of colour why they’re not doing 
certain things that are inherently 
more diffi  cult for people of colour 
to do,” says Peirce. “What you 
need to ask is, ‘Why are these 
competent, brilliant people being 
stopped in their tracks?’ The 
systemic obstacles and the systemic 
discrimination against women are 
horrifying.”

Having risen in New York’s indie 
fi lm community, she was frustrated 
by studio meddling and the way 
that the best material and the best 
screenwriters inevitably went to 
male directors. “There was a subtle, 
kind of putting down of where 
women were,” she says. “If you did 
get onto a set with a halfway decent 
story, the level of interference was 
so crazy. It’d be like, ‘You sit down 
to dinner, and somebody takes 
your food away.’ In retrospect, the 
interference had solely to do with 
my gender.”

Peirce also directed Carrie, 
a remake of the horror classic 
released in 2013, but has since 
focused on television, directing 
shows including Six, American 
Crime and Halt and Catch Fire. She 
says the medium off ers a chance 
to stay current with technology, 
work with diff erent casts and crews, 
amass more on-set experience 
quickly — and even get paid for it, 
unlike in features, where directors 
often aren’t compensated during 
the protracted development 
process.

After her debut picture, Girlfi ght, 
took the Sundance Film Festival 
by storm in 2000, Karyn Kusama 
directed two underperforming, 
female-centred genre movies, Æon 
Flux (2005) and Jennifer’s Body 
(2009), that were hampered by 
studio meddling.

For female fi lmmakers, “the 
expectation is only that you hit three 
home runs in a row,” says Kusama. 
“Failure isn’t even quite perceived as 
failure for male fi lmmakers.

“I don’t see myself as a quote 
‘woman fi lmmaker,’ so much as I see 
myself as a fi lmmaker. So it didn’t 
occur to me until later in the game: 
why there was so much crowing 
about the failure of Æon Flux. It 
really took me a second to come to 
the disheartening conclusion that 
being female is a component of that 
animus.”

But a few years ago, Kusama 
broke into TV and has directed 
episodes of Billions, Casual, The 
Man in the High Castle and Halt 
and Catch Fire. On a practical level, 
working in television, where the 
budgets are often more generous 
than the indie fi lm world, is also 
appealing. “A lot of times, you get 
more tools per hour in TV,” says the 
fi lmmaker, whose micro-budget 
feature The Invitation, was released 

to positive reviews in 2016.
Mimi Leder didn’t earn her 

stripes in the indie world — she got 
her start in TV, working on shows 
including L.A. Law and China Beach 
before winning an Emmy for her 
groundbreaking work on ER. By 
the late ’90s, she was directing big 
studio releases like The Peacemaker 
and Deep Impact, the latter of 
which set what was then a record 
for highest opening weekend 
box offi  ce for a fi lm directed 
by a woman. Then came Pay It 
Forward, a critical and commercial 
disappointment, and she couldn’t 
get hired on another movie.

“When a woman makes a movie 
that is not successful, she goes to 
movie jail,” Leder says. “Women 
are constantly having to prove 
ourselves over and over again. No 

matter how many Emmys you win 
or have been nominated for.”

Leder has continued to thrive in 
television, most recently earning 
rapturous praise for her work on 
HBO’s The Leftovers. She was also 
an executive producer on the series, 
which she calls a “life-changing 
experience,” and she has made a 
point of bringing more women into 
the fold.

Despite the obstacles they’ve 
faced, Leder, Peirce and Kusama 
have fared better than most women 
in Hollywood. A recent report 
by the USC Annenberg Inclusion 
Initiative found that 84 percent of 
female directors made just one fi lm 
— the “one and done” phenomenon 
— and that men were almost twice 
as likely to helm a second feature.

Ironically, for many of these 

women, their TV work is getting 
them noticed once again by the 
fi lm world. Leder is in post-
production on On the Basis of 
Sex, a biopic about Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. Kusama just wrapped 
Destroyer, a crime thriller starring 
Nicole Kidman. And it was recently 
announced that Peirce would direct 
This Is Jane, a fact-based drama 
about an underground abortion 
service, for Amazon.

Says Kusama: “Part of why 
I decided to take a break from 
studio fi lmmaking was that I need 
the world to catch up with me a 
bit. Constantly having to defend 
my creative honour was getting 
tiresome.”

The world — or at least Hollywood 
— may fi nally be catching up. — Los 
Angeles Times/TNS

MAKING A STATEMENT: PattyJenkins directed the blockbuster Wonder Woman.

“I don’t see myself 
as a quote ‘woman 
filmmaker,’ so much 
as I see myself as a 
filmmaker. So it didn’t 
occur to me until later 
in the game: why there 
was so much crowing 
about the failure of 
Æon Flux. It really took 
me a second to come 
to the disheartening 
conclusion that being 
female is a component 
of that animus” 

— Karyn Kusama



 Wednesday, March 14, 20186 GULF TIMES

COMMUNITY
Nepal reach semi-final of Asian football tournament
Football team of Nepali expatriates recently booked its place in the semi-final of Sixth Asian Non-
Resident Football Tournament after beating Sri Lanka 2-0 in a match held in Sports Stadium. Shiva 
Shrestha and Rakesh Saapkota scored the goals for Nepal.
There was no goal in the first half of the match. In the 6th minute of second half, Shiva Shrestha 
scored the first goal. The second came in the 19th minute when Rakesh Saapkota put the ball in 

the net. Nepali skipper Shiva Shrestha was given the man of the match award.
Nepal will play the semi-final on March 22 against the winners of a match that is yet to take place 
between Lebanon and Bangladesh. “The semi-final is crucial for us. This season we are eyeing the 
trophy,” said, Sanjeev Ranabhat, Chairperson of Nepali football team. 

— Text and photo by Usha Wagle Gautam

IOSH Qatar organises training workshop on safety and health
IOSH (Institution of Occupational Safety and Health) Qatar branch recently held a meeting at 
The Radisson Blu Hotel. During the meeting, K Venkatesan, Corporate HSE (Health and Safety 
Executive) Manager of Galfar Al Misnad, gave a presentation on Sustainability Ratings Systems. 
Ala’aldeen Alsoukni, Safety Compliance Manager of UrbaCon Trading & Contracting Company 
(UCC) spoke on topic of Beliefs Eff ecting Health and Safety.

Over 100 health and safety practitioners from Qatar participated in the workshop. Mehboob Reza, 
vice-chairman of IOSH Qatar branch welcomed all the participants. James Quinn, Vice President 
IOSH Middle East, briefed the participants about the updates of IOSH through video conference.
IOSH is the world’s biggest professional health and safety membership organisation, campaigning 
on issues that aff ect millions of working people.
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Qatar Academy wins CMU-Q’s Botball contest
The 14th Annual Botball competition went down to the wire, with Qatar Academy narrowly 
edging out Doha Secondary and the Lebanese School to take the overall title. Carnegie Mellon 
University in Qatar (CMU-Q) recently hosted the robotics competition for high school students. 
There were 21 teams competing in Botball 2018. CMU-Q has been hosting the competition since 
2005.
As the first place team, the Qatar Academy students won a trip to Carnegie Mellon’s main campus 
in Pittsburgh, where they will visit the world-renowned school of computer science.
Michael Trick, dean of CMU-Q, said, “Botball encourages high school students to solve problems 
using computational language, which is at the heart of all computer sciences. I am delighted that 

these talented young people can explore the opportunities that Carnegie Mellon has to off er in 
computer science.”
The winning team will visit Carnegie Mellon’s National Robotics Engineering Centre, as well as the 
Pittsburgh Science and Technology Academy and the Google off ices that specialise in computer 
systems, networking, machine learning, computer vision, and route planning.
Carnegie Mellon’s School of Computer Science (SCS) is a world leader in computer science 
education and research. The Carnegie Mellon campus in Qatar off ers two undergraduate SCS 
programmes: the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and the Bachelor of Science in 
Computational Biology.

DESS wins silver medal in inaugural BISQ U-11 games
Doha English Speaking School (DESS) team has won the overall silver medal in the inaugural U-11 British International Schools Qatar (BISQ) games recently held at Aspire. Students from 13 British 
International Schools from around Qatar competed in five diff erent sports including swimming, basketball, football, netball and athletics. The teams trained hard in preparation for the event. Following 
two days of intense competition, the DESS U-11 team got second overall position in the games, narrowly beaten by Doha College who grabbed the gold.
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TNG set to roll out 5th Youth Leadership Programme
The Next Generation school 
will organise the fifth edition of 
its flagship Youth Leadership 
Programme spanning two weeks 
from March 17-31. The programme 
has been planned this year with the 
objective of providing a platform of 
expression to each student of TNG. 
Students from Grade I to Grade X will 
demonstrate their leadership and 
communication skills through a set 
of activities. 
The event will begin with the Annual 
Toastmaster TNG Gavel Club Contest 
on the opening day. The theme is 
‘Humorous and Evaluation Contests’ 
where students will be given diff erent 
topics to speak about in front of the 
audience and a panel of judges. 
As leadership is a behavioural 
process that plays an influential 
role in steering one’s mind towards 
a set of goals, TNG Marathon is 
being organised at the MIA Park 
for students of all grades as a part 

of Youth Leadership Programme. 
Meanwhile, TNG Girl Guides had a 
camping activity set up by the Qatar 
Guides and Association where the 
students participated in tasks to 
learn the essentials of team work and 
decision-making.
Kindergarten Leadership 
Programme, on the other hand, will 
focus on the ability of a student to 
communicate with the audience 
through a series of role plays, poetry 
recitation and storytelling. Vice 
Principal Kindergarten Maryam 
Habib believes leadership and 
communication skills can be 
nurtured and developed at an early 
stage. “Leadership skills allow children 
to have control of their lives and the 
ability to make things happen. Being 
a leader is not an exact science, but 
teaching children the skills needed 
to be leaders are important to help 
prepare the next generation to take 
the lead and become responsible 

adults”, she emphasised.
Students from diff erent schools of 
Doha have been invited to participate 
in the Video and Voice competitions.
The grand event of the Youth 
Leadership Programme will be held 
on March 31st at the state-of-the-art 
Qatar National Convention Centre 
(QNCC). Parents and distinguished 
guests will be invited to witness the 
leadership performance of students. 
School Director Riyaz Ahmed 
Bakali is sanguine about the event’s 
success. 
“This is the first time that TNG 
students will present their talent 
and skill on a big stage such as the 
QNCC. The Youth Leadership Event 
gives students an opportunity to 
think independently, articulate ideas 
eff ectively and actively engage on 
global issues,” he said.
The grand event will have a prize 
distribution ceremony to award the 
best presentations.

GU-Q students to host talk on 
Transforming Middle East
A 

panel of expert 
speakers will explore 
Al Jazeera’s role in 
the Middle East 
at an upcoming 

student-run event at Georgetown 
University in Qatar (GU-Q). 
Organised by GU-Q’s Middle 
Eastern Studies Student 
Association (MESSA), the event is 
part of the student club’s eff orts 
to foster informed dialogue on the 
economic, social, and political 
issues facing the region.

The panel discussion will form 
part of the opening ceremony 
of MESSA’s annual student 

research conference, which will 
be convened under the theme 
of ‘Uncertainty, Stability, and 
Cohesion: A Transforming Middle 
East’ this year. The talk will be held 
at 6pm today at GU-Q’s Education 
City campus, while the conference 
takes place the following day.

The opening ceremony 
will bring together a panel of 
speakers from Al Jazeera that 
includes Director of Investigative 
Journalism Clayton Swisher; News 
Hour Presenter Folly Bah Thibault; 
and Senior Correspondent Jamal 
ElShayyal. The discussion will be 
moderated by Associate Professor 

of Communication at NU-Q Banu 
Akdenizli. The discussion is open 
for the public.

“Holding an Al Jazeera panel fi ts 
in with this year’s theme perfectly 
as the network has played an 
instrumental role in this region, 
especially on the subject of free 
press and giving voice to those 
who do not have one,” said Haya 
al-Thani, Vice President of the 
MESSA conference. She said, “Our 
infl uential panellists will be able 
to draw on their roles and diverse 
experience as leading journalists 
who have witnessed some of the 
monumental moments in this 

region’s history, and captivate the 
audience and researchers with 
their insights.”

The MESSA conference provides 
undergraduate students of GU-Q 
and other leading international 
universities with a platform to 
present their academic research 
to the audience of peers and 
experts. The research that will be 
presented this year focuses on a 
broad range of topics, from the 
impact of historical confl icts to 
contemporary issues of terrorism, 
nuclear energy, and online privacy.

“One priority for us was to 
ensure that the theme was as 

holistic as possible and applicable 
for all of the diff erent majors 
off ered at GU-Q. As a result, 
‘Uncertainty, Stability, and 
Cohesion: A Transforming Middle 
East’ became an obvious and 
natural choice,” said al-Thani. “It 
encapsulates primary concerns 
and goals within the region and 
is applicable to the past, present, 
and future. It urges undergraduate 
students to critically engage with 
diff erent aspects of the on-going 
events in the Middle East and 
hopefully allows them to envision 
the future for the Middle East and 
explore their role in it.”

SPEECH: Riyaz Ahmed Bakali, TNG director, speaking at the Youth 
Leadership Programme last year. 
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Marriott Marquis hosts 
fun day for Best Buddies

B
est Buddies Qatar, in co-
operation with Marriott 
Marquis, recently held 
a row of events for its 
members in connection 

with Best Buddies International 
month, March, celebrated by 60 
chapters with a great number of 
activities around the word.

Male and female members of the 
age 18 to 24 years had joyful time 
at painting, cooking, sports, and 
musical activities separately. The 
occasion was initiated by Marriott 
Marquis City Centre Doha jointly 
with Westin Doha and St. Regis 
teams of 25 persons. The parents of 
Best Buddies Qatar members gladly 
took part in the fun.

Later, the participants received 
gifts, prepared and distributed by 
Marriott Marquis City Centre Doha 
offi  cials. After all of the fun, they had 
healthy lunch off ered by the hotel.

During the past seven years 
Marriott Marquis City Centre Doha 
co-operated and supported Best 
Buddies Qatar within its policy 
of Marriott Spirit to Serve Our 
Communities. The hotel organised 
and initiated numerous activities 
and events for Best Buddies Qatar 
members to upkeep its mission 
of enhancing life of people with 
and without intellectual and 
developmental disabilities through 
social integration and one-to-one 
long lasting meaningful friendships.

Andreas Wissdorf, General 
Manager of Marriott Marquis City 
Centre Doha Hotel, said, “The hotel 
values the opportunity to organise 

an array of community initiatives for 
Best Buddies Qatar where it takes 
a responsibility to support social 
needs. The hotel is happy to join 
hands with Best Buddies Qatar on 
supporting its mission to increase the 
leadership development for people 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities in addition to creating 
more opportunities for one-to-one 
friendships. Marriott Marquis City 
Centre Doha Hotel looks forward 
to continue giving back to the 
community by working on future 
perspectives with Best Buddies 
Qatar.”

Laalei Abu Alfain, Executive 
Director of Best Buddies Qatar, said, 
“Marriott Marquis City Centre 
Doha has been supporting Best 
Buddies Qatar mission of enhancing 
life of people with and without 
developmental and intellectual 
disabilities through various events 
and activities during last seven years. 
We highly appreciate this dedication 
to the noble cause we do. We thank 
for the support and we believe to hold 
more mutual events between Best 
Buddies Qatar and Marriott Marquis 
City Centre Doha in future. We also 
appreciate the support of all parents 
today.”

She added, “Such activities 
contribute to social integration 
of people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and 
highlight their talents. The 
assets of all governmental and 
non-governmental entities and 
individuals are of great value for Best 
Buddies Qatar.”

Mustafa Hussain, father of 
24-year-old Sara, said, “Our 
daughter is very happy to be here 
today. She participated in diff erent 
activities with other Best Buddies 
Qatar members. It was very effi  cient 
integration and communication 
opportunity for her to change the 
life routine and implement her skills 
meantime.”

Laalei Abu Alfain handed over 
an appreciation award to Marriott 
Marquis City Centre Doha, as a sign 
of gratitude for the intentions and 
eff orts of supporting Best Buddies 
Qatar mission to enhance life of 
people with and without intellectual 
and developmental disabilities 
through social integration and 
one-to-one long lasting meaningful 
friendships.



Wednesday, March 14, 201810 GULF TIMES

COMMUNITY INFOGRAPHIC



11Wednesday, March 14, 2018 GULF TIMES

COMMUNITYLIFESTYLE/HOROSCOPE

ARIES
March 21 — April 19

CANCER
June 21 — July 22

LIBRA
September 23 — October 22

CAPRICORN
December 22 — January 19

TAURUS
April 20 — May 20

LEO
July 23 — August 22

SCORPIO
October 23 — November 21

AQUARIUS
January 20 — February 18

GEMINI
May 21 — June 20

VIRGO
August 23 — September 22

SAGITTARIUS
November 22 — December 21

PISCES
February 19 — March 20

You should be feeling especially strong, healthy, and charismatic. You’re 

likely to receive some invitations to exciting parties. You might be 

surprised at what seems a sudden increase in your popularity. Expanded 

career opportunities could also come your way from new acquaintances, 

and you could find doors opening to a whole new life – new friends, new 

position, and possibly a new home.

You should wake up feeling strong and confident, Cancer. Expect to 

receive some good news today, which will only heighten your mood. In 

the afternoon you could attend a party or neighbourhood get-together. 

You’ll have a good time talking to friends and meeting new people. In the 

evening, relax!

A group you’re associated with could bring information to your attention 

that puts you in a very positive frame of mind and almost has you skipping 

all the way home. You should enjoy socialising today, Libra, as you’re even 

more gregarious than usual. Both old and new friends could seek out your 

company. A victory of some kind has come your way, contributing to your 

great mood. Enjoy your day!

Vivid, wonderful dreams may have haunted your sleep last night, 

Capricorn, leaving you disappointed that they weren’t real. They have a 

message for you, so write them down, set them aside, and analyse them 

later. Your psychic abilities and imagination are very sharp today. This is a 

great day to start an artistic project that has been in the back of your mind 

for some time. Enjoy your day.

Optimism and enthusiasm for the months ahead have you feeling 

confident and strong. The sky’s the limit! A male visitor could have some 

surprising news for you. This is a great day to make investments or 

purchase property. If you’ve been expecting money through legal papers 

or contracts, it could come in the mail today. The night could bring vivid 

and interesting dreams. In all, it’s a thoroughly satisfying day.

Your outgoing and jovial nature is intensified today, Leo, and so you’re 

probably going to be sought after for any parties or celebrations. Your 

generosity is also at an all-time high, and will take many forms, which will 

be appreciated by that special someone in your life. Think about taking 

your friend with you as you make the social rounds tonight and making 

him or her the star of the evening.

Your faithful and diligent work, Scorpio, in addition to a lot of sacrifices 

for the sake of your career, will soon bear fruit. The anticipation of a great 

evaluation, with possible advancement, is likely to have you walking on 

air all day, full of dreams and plans for the future. Enjoy this well-deserved 

peace of mind. Spend some time today enjoying your family. Perhaps you 

could plan a pre-celebration.

Feel free to take full advantage of the very open social energies of today, 

Aquarius. You, especially, will feel at home in any social gathering, totally at 

ease talking to new people and charming the room. This would be an ideal 

day to meet someone new. 

Some interesting information could come to you from another state or 

country, Gemini. This could induce some pretty deep thinking, leading to 

decisions that could alter the course of your life in some way. You might 

be considering returning to school to advance your education. Your 

mood today should be optimistic and positive. You could be full of utopian 

schemes for the future. 

Inspiration is the keyword for today, Virgo. An optimistic and enthusiastic 

attitude could lead to powerful imaginings, which may take solid form 

as plans for future projects. These could be artistic, business related, 

or centred around your home in some way. Whatever they are, this is a 

good day to put those plans into motion. All signs indicate success on any 

project begun or completed today.

Congratulations, Sagittarius! You’ve finally reached a goal you’ve been 

working toward for a long time. Success and advancement are on their 

way, and you should be feeling extremely enthusiastic and optimistic 

about your future. Some vast changes may take place in your life, but they 

all promise to be positive. Expect to travel and learn a lot. Make the most of 

these energies.

Expect some very pleasant surprises today, Pisces. This should greatly 

increase your level of self-confidence, and you’re therefore likely to float 

through the rest of the day. With these aspects, any new relationship or 

project begun today will have a wonderful energy behind it.

Regular exercise may defy 
process of ageing: Study
W

ant to stay young? 
Exercise regularly 
as researchers have 
found that staying 
active may defy the 

process of ageing as well as it keeps 
you healthy.

The results indicated that that 
those who have exercised regularly 
have defi ed the ageing process, 
having the immunity, muscle mass, 
and cholesterol levels of a young 
person.

“Our research means we 
now have strong evidence that 
encouraging people to commit to 
regular exercise throughout their 
lives is a viable solution to the 
problem that we are living longer 
but not healthier,” said Janet Lord, 
professor at the University of 
Birmingham.

For the study, published in the 
journal Aging Cell, researchers 
recruited 125 amateur cyclists aged 
between 55 to 79. The men had 

to be able to cycle 100 kilometres 
in under 6.5 hours, while the 
women had to be able to cycle 60 
kilometres in 5.5 hours. 

Smokers, heavy drinkers and 
those with high blood pressure 
or other health conditions were 
excluded from the study.

The participants underwent a 
series of tests in the laboratory and 
were compared to a group of adults 
who do not partake in regular 

physical activity. This group 
consisted of 75 healthy people aged 
between 57 to 80 and 55 healthy 
young adults aged between 20 to 
36.

The study showed that loss of 
muscle mass and strength did 
not occur in those who exercise 
regularly. 

The cyclists also did not increase 
their body fat or cholesterol 
levels with age and the men’s 
testosterone levels also remained 
high.

The study also revealed that the 
benefi ts of exercise extend beyond 
muscle as the cyclists also had an 
immune system that did not seem 
to have aged either.

“The fi ndings emphasise the fact 
that the cyclists do not exercise 
because they are healthy, but that 
they are healthy because they 
have been exercising for such a 
large proportion of their lives,” the 
researchers added. — IANS
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Adam 

Pooch Cafe

Garfield

Bound And Gagged

Codeword

Wordsearch

Every  letter of the alphabet is used at least once. 
Squares with the same number in have the same letter 
in. Work out which number represents which letter. 

Pu
zz

le
s 

co
ur

te
sy

: P
uz

zl
ec

ho
ic

e.
co

m

Sudoku

Sudoku is a puzzle based 

on a 9x9 grid. The grid is 

also divided into nine (3x3) 

boxes. You are given a 

selection of values and to 

complete the puzzle, you 

must fill the grid so that 

every column, every anone 

is repeated.

Those Who Know

ACADEMIC
ADVISER
COACH
CONNOISSEUR
CONSULTANT
DOCTOR
EXPERT
GENIUS

GURU
HIGHBROW
INSTRUCTOR
MANDARIN
MAVEN
MENTOR
ORACLE
PHILOSOPHER

PUNDIT
SAGE
SAVANT
SCHOLAR
SPECIALIST
THINKER
WIZARD
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Colouring

Answers

Wordsearch Codeword

ACROSS
3. Anything but of vital interest 

(6,4)

8. Top secret? (6)

9. A few, at last, sell (4)

10. Allowed - to take some time 

off? (5,5)

11. The organ Ed worked for (3)

13. One was sorry to say, 

discourteous (4)

14. Scattered the rest about the 

day after (7)

15. Try to get a drink (4)

17. Measure the fish (5)

20. Yes, the sides have been split 

by a row (5)

22. In a way, gold of a kind (4)

24. Stop Tom’s wanderings at 

last (7)

25. Carry a pole with the end 

sawn off (4)

27. A note that makes you feel 

warm all over (3)

28. What to have with the minute 

steak? (5,5)

29. It’s liable to cut the lip (4)

30. Side with the one next to one 

(6)

31. Lose your cool when you feel 

the tremor? (3,7)

Super Cryptic Clues 

Yesterday’s Solutions

Across: 1 Fair-minded; 6 Spas; 
10 Refined; 11 Shopper; 12 
Sacrifice; 13 Apron; 14 Evita; 15 
Ginger ale; 17 Monitored; 20 
Gully; 21 Rower; 23 Seventeen; 
25 Abigail; 26 Dieters; 27 
Eden; 28 Refreshers.

Down: 1 Forms; 2 Infection; 3 
Mendicant friar; 4 Nodding; 5 
Eastern; 7 Paper; 8 Strangely; 
9 Royal engineers; 14 
Emmerdale; 16 All serene; 18 
Resolve; 19 Divider; 22 While; 
24 Noses.

DOWN
1. What you alone can enjoy (8)

2. Stretch to a slap-up meal (6)

3. Reads out about the 

Continental businessmen (7)

4. Like the boy; a foreigner (5)

5. The O in “sport” (4)

6. Going below the street (5,3)

7. Drunk as a lord, outside the 

bar playing with the dog (8)

12. Test in which “7” staggers at 

the beginning and end (4)

14. Move the flap (4)

16. Many an entertainer (4)

17. Ringing the bell and 

requiring immediate 

attention (8)

18. Reminiscent of state aid in 
housing expenditure (8)

19. Laugh at “Stolen Love,” 
showing in it (4)

21. Offered to have the old 
looked after (8)

23. Played with, after the 
three had run away (7)

25. What one discussed in the 
writings about the East (6)

26. She reminds one of Noel 
(5)

28. A depression in the motor 
industry (4)
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By Gautaman Bhaskaran

I
t is gloomy times for cinema in Tamil 
Nadu. With no new Tamil fi lm releases 
being allowed since March 1, because 
the industry has been feeling for a 
long time that digital service providers 

were charging an exorbitant rate, the fresh 
development of exhibitors or theatres calling 
for an indefi nite strike from March 16 may 
come as a terrible blow for the industry. 

Although multiplexes in the state are (as 
of now) undecided about jumping into the 
fray, single screen cinemas are all set to pull 
their curtains down. With most theatres 
having single screens — which are mostly in 
towns and villages — the shutdown will have 
far-reaching repercussions in an industry 
that has already been hit by the Goods and 
Services Taxes (GST) and, on top of it, the 
local body tax. This burden is passed on to the 
audiences, who in recent months have also 
been saddled with higher admissions rates. 
These were hiked after many, many years, 
with the maximum cap of Rs120 a ticket now 
being pushed up to Rs160 plus the taxes. 

Theatres now demand that the local body 
tax be completely abolished. And given 
the current bleak scenario, with dwindling 
footfalls brought about by not only the recent 
hike in admission rates, but also a tsunami 
of productions and rampant piracy (which 

is a full-fl edged industry in Tamil Nadu and 
Puducherry), I think that the local body levy 
must go. 

With 200-odd Tamil movies hitting the 
screens in 2017 and with most of them able 
to create but a feeble whimper, fi nanciers, 
producers and exhibitors or theatres have 
been tottering. I have seen fi lm after fi lm 
unable to attract anything beyond a handful 
of viewers, and often the slide in demand 
is dramatic three days into a release. Come 
Monday or Tuesday of an opening week, 
cinemas go abegging for patronage. 

Obviously, strikes and hartals and bandhs 
are meaningless in today’s era, and if the 
upcoming shutdown from March 16 may, at 
best, serve a limited purpose, the ongoing 
no-new-Tamil-release decision is sounding 
the death-knell for many halls, especially 
those with single screens. Forced to keep their 
projectors whirring  with English or Hindi 
or old Tamil movies, some of the cinemas 
have had to even cancel shows when just 
about nobody bought a ticket or when a mere 
handful appeared at the counters. 

Indeed, it is a sad plight for a state where 
cinema was so important that an ideology 
like the Dravidian movement  was spread 
and strengthened through the screen. Even 
today, two of Tamil Nadu’s most renowned 
actors, nay superstars, are all set to sail along 
the choppy waters of politics. Rajinikanth 
and Kamal Haasan may or may not be able 
to row their boats as well as Annadurai 

or Karunanidhi or M G Ramachandran or 
Jayalalithaa did. But the undeniable fact is 
that fi lms have been closely intertwined with 
the state administration. 

Yet, Tamil cinema has been suff ering for 
years, because of absolutely shortsighted 
policies. In a star-crazy atmosphere, where 
huge wooden cutouts of actors are anointed 
with milk, honey and sandalwood paste and 
garlanded with  strings  of jasmine and rose 
fl owers, movie budgeting has been singularly 
lopsided.  Often, as much as 60 per cent of 
the total cost goes to paying big stars, and so 
production values suff er. Poor scripts, shoddy 
direction and unimpressive mounting make a 
fi lm look so unappetising. 

Add to this the unrealistically large number 
of productions, and now the strikes. All this 
may well push Tamil cinema deeper and 
deeper into a dark abyss. 

The answer to this may sound simplistic, 
but may well work like magic. If the local 
body tax must be withdrawn, a certain regime 
must be followed in the numbers game. 
Make fewer, but better movies, and cut down 
on costs. Some of the big stars get insane 
amounts as remuneration, and this must 
change. Otherwise, Tamil cinema may slip 
into the shadows.

*  *  * 
Home food: 
The other evening, an elderly diabetic 

man was seen arguing with a gatekeeper at 
a well-known multiplex theatre in Chennai. 

He had with him some sandwiches, packed 
from home, but the keeper said that he 
could not take them inside the auditorium. 
He explained that his medical condition 
required him to eat at frequent intervals, 
and that he could not stomach the junk 
stuff sold in the cinema — and at sky-high 
prices. The keeper remained unmoved, and 
the old man had to throw away his ticket 
and walk away.

I am happy that the Bombay High Court 
has recently come to the rescue of those 
cine goers who are forced to buy food from 
theatres. If the quality is suspect, the 
prices are very high. The court directed 
the Maharashtra government to fi le a 
reply to a Public Interest Litigation which 
had challenged the ban on carrying food 
brought from home or elsewhere into the 
auditoriums.

The court wanted to know the rationale 
behind this proscription.

Invariably, guards under the guise 
of security check look for food being 
“smuggled” in. Now, hopefully, the court 
may pass an order allowing people to carry 
food from home or bought outside a theatre. 
And, it is about time that a cinema patron is 
given to right to exercise his choice. 

 Gautaman Bhaskaran has been 
writing on Indian and world cinema  close 

to four decades, and may be e-mailed at 
gautamanb@hotmail.com

Tamil cinema under the cosh
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CANDID: “It was now or never. I’m glad I did it,” says Kerry Washington.

CLARITY: “I realised early on as an actor that I’ve got to stop waiting for the industry,” says Gina Rodriguez.

By Yvonne Villarreal

F
air warning: Gina 
Rodriguez is done waiting.

Never one to bite 
her tongue when it 
comes to pointing out 

underrepresentation of Latinos in 
front of and behind the camera in 
fi lm and television, the 33-year-old 
actress, best known for playing the 
titular heroine on the CW’s Jane 
the Virgin, decided the best way to 
infl uence change was to take action.

So this moment in mid-January 
on the dramedy’s set in Manhattan 
Beach — in which Rodriguez, in her 
directorial debut, is giving notes to 
her costar Yael Grobglas (who plays 
Jane’s sometimes foe, Petra) during 
an emotional scene — is more than 
Rodriguez growing as a fi lmmaker, 
though that’s nice, too. This is about 
arming her-self with the tools to 
pave the way for more like her.

It’s the latest step in her 
transformation into a multi-
hyphenate.

Rodriguez has steadily built her 
portfolio as a producer. She had 
three shows in development this 
cycle under an overall deal at CBS 
Television Studios for her I Can & I 
Will Productions, including a pair 

of series focusing on the Latino 
community.

“I realised early on as an actor 
that I’ve got to stop waiting for the 
industry,” she says. “I’ve got to stop 
waiting for people to hire Latinos. I 
have to stop complaining that there 
isn’t more representation. I need to 
do it myself. I know what rejection 
is, I know what failure is — and 
it doesn’t scare me. If I want the 
utopia of Latinos on the screen and 
behind, I need to produce, I need to 
direct. I need to do my part.”

Rodriguez is determined. And 
added inspiration came this year 
after being captivated by a certain 
fi lm written and directed by a 
woman: Greta Gerwig’s Lady Bird.

“Lady Bird was my exact 
experience,” she says. “I grew 
up in Chicago. Went to Catholic 
high school. Parents were poor. 
Pretended like I was somebody else. 
Wanted to get the … out of there. 
Wanted to move to New York. Had a 
funny, funky relationship with both 
of my parents. And I just thought 
to myself: ‘I should make my own 
… movie. I should direct my story. 
I should make my movies because 
Greta, what an inspiration, showed 
it was possible. Go out and do it your 
damn self and create opportunities 
for others while you’re at it.’” — Los 
Angeles Times/TNS

A little ‘Bird’ inspired 
determined Rodriguez

By Yvonne Villarreal

W
hen mega producer 
Shonda Rhimes — 
such a proponent 
of saying “yes” to 
new experiences 

that she wrote a book on it — asks 
if you want to direct one of the 
fi nal episodes of a groundbreaking 
TV series, there’s really only one 
suitable answer.

So Kerry Washington, who plays 
the strong-as-hell female lead, 
Olivia Pope, in ABC’s Scandal, went 
for it.

“I was really honoured that she 
brought it up,” Washington says the 
day after wrapping production on 
the episode, which aired last month. 
“I didn’t necessarily feel ready, but 
I also felt like I would never forgive 
myself if I hadn’t done it before 

the end of the show. I didn’t have 
another year to feel ready. It was 
now or never. I’m glad I did it.”

To prepare, Washington 
participated in a session for fi rst-
time directors provided by the 
Directors Guild of America. She 
also shadowed directors on the set 
of Scandal and observed director 
Melina Matsoukas, who is working 
with Washington on another 
project, during production on the 
second season of HBO’s Insecure. On 
set, she armed herself with a Minnie 
Mouse pen that her 4-year-old 
daughter gifted her.

“She gave it to me when I told 
her I had a big week at work,” 
Washington says. “It’s this 
gigantically awkward thing. I had it 
every single day. It helped me.”

For Washington, who took the 
plunge into producing two years 
ago under a deal with ABC Studios, 
developing a director’s eye was aided 

by seven seasons of watching the 
show while live-tweeting episodes.

“I used to never watch anything 
that I was in,” Washington says. 
“But I’ve had to build the muscle of 
being able to watch myself — and 
see where improvements could be 
made.” (Washington said she leaned 
on the show’s cinematographer, 
Oliver Bokelberg, and — on days 
when she was acting in a lot of 
scenes — her acting coach.)

But inevitably, the most useful 
method was approaching it as a role.

“There was a little part of me the 
whole time that was like, … ‘I am 
in a little short fi lm called Directing 
and I’m starring as the director. I 
remember (director) Paris Barclay 
saying: You just have to step into the 
role of leadership … I remember the 
very fi rst scene on the very fi rst day. 
… . I was like, ‘What is happening 
right now?’ But it happened.” — Los 
Angeles Times/TNS

I didn’t have another year, 

says Scandal’s Washington
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Nepali ambassador meets QU president, Arabic centre director
Nepali ambassador Dr Ramesh Prasad Koirala recently met separately with Dr Hassan Rashid 
al-Derham, President of Qatar University (QU), and Dr Abdullah Abdul Rahman, Director of Arabic 
for Non-Natives Centre at QU. In the meetings, the need to enhance relations between Qatar and 
Nepal were discussed.
The discussion also included Qatar’s investment in tourism, hydropower and hospitality sectors 

in Nepal and trainings for Nepali workers and scholarships for Nepali students in Arabic language 
classes. QU has agreed to teach Arabic language to the employees of the Nepali embassy. The 
university is also working on to provide scholarships to Nepali students. 

— Text and photos by Usha Wagle Gautam

MEETING: President of Qatar University, right, with Nepali 
ambassador, centre. The ambassador with the QU director, right.

UCL Qatar students attend conference on Library Studies in Muscat
Students from University College London Qatar (UCL Qatar) recently visited Oman on an 
education and culture exchange as part of their Library and Information Studies MA programme. 
Qatari students joined classmates from 10 countries including Ghana, Brazil, Canada and India 
on the trip, to share knowledge with the students from Oman and Kuwait. The students visited 
Muscat’s National Records and Archives Authority. The trip was part of the regular programme 
of overseas trips and placements that UCL Qatar provides to help educate and develop Qatar’s 
future knowledge and information management workforce.
The visitors also attended the 24th Annual Conference and Exhibition of the Special Libraries 
Association – Arabian Gulf Chapter (SLA AGC), which attracted over 500 participants. This year’s 
SLA AGC focused on data management and big data, a topic that students at UCL Qatar are 
taught about during their master’s programme.
Successful UCL Qatar alumni, now working in senior positions in Qatar such as Samia al-Shiba, 
Director of the Library of Qatar University and Milan Vaisljevic, Head of Electronic Resources 
& Licensing at Qatar National Library, ensured that the university had a big presence at the 
conference. Samia and Milan are just some of the many former UCL Qatar students now 
contributing to a vibrant library sector in Qatar.

Discussing the importance of overseas trips during higher education, Milena Dobreva, Senior 
Lecturer in Library and Information Studies at UCL Qatar, said, “The trip to Oman was a great 
experience for students, helping them to understand the importance of Library and Information 
Studies in the region and think about its role in the developments of preserving the history of the 
Gulf. This opportunity will be especially beneficial since UCL Qatar is going to hold a conference on 
Research Data Management in Digital Humanities on April 17 and 18 and off er various courses on 
the topic of data management and archives this year.”
Hashim Kallungal, a first-year MA student, said “Being able to speak with professionals and 
fellow students from both Oman and Kuwait about the critical role of librarians and the future of 
managing big data in developing countries has given us invaluable insight into the future of this 
field.”
Aisha al-Abdulla, a second-year student, said, “The hospitality of Oman has been outstanding as 
we visited the National Records and Archives Authority to explore the diff erent techniques used to 
restore, preserve, and digitise documents. The highlight of this trip in my opinion was visiting their 
special collections department and the incredible permanent exhibition that displayed among 
other items Qur’an verses on a camel shoulder bone!”
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