
1. Would this apply to Care Homes in addition to hospitals?  
 

ADB States that the residential (institutional) purpose group now covers:  
 

Hospital, home, school or other similar establishment, where people sleep on the premises. The 
building may be either of the following: 

 
• Living accommodation for, or accommodation for the treatment, care or maintenance of, 

either: 
 disabled people with a range of impairments including physical, sensory and 

cognitive impairments, or mental health conditions 
 people under the age of 5 years. 

 
• A place of lawful detention 

 
And 
 
Residential (other) group covers: 
 

• Hotel, boarding house, residential college, hall of residence, hostel or any other residential 
purpose not described above. 

 
 
2. I work in a residential children’s home so will apply the new regulations; would you agree with 

that course of action? 
 

The regulation varies in its application, but in essence it relates to either a high-rise premises or 
any building with two or more domestic premises, and with a shared common area. I would 
suggest for a children’s homes the regulation may not apply. However, it would be good practice 
to consider the regulation regarding the testing of fire doors etc. 

 
3. Will the changes apply to other healthcare facilities such as dental practices. Also, will it apply to 

residential flats, in private buildings. 
 

It will not apply to dental practices. 
 

It will apply to residential flats in private buildings if there are two or more domestic premises 
with a shared common area. 

 
4. Is there or will there be a requirement to remove metal composite panels that do not conform 

to the new standards in high capacity/high risk buildings? 
 

Any changes to building regulations are not retrospective. However, I would suggest by not 
removing flammable materials from the external walls of a building the responsible person is not 
ensuring the safety of the building users and therefore the fire service and the local authority 
will expect them to be removed if they have been to deemed to pose a risk of spreading a fire. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
5. Do the changes to ADB affect existing buildings? 
 

Changes to Building Regulations are never retrospective and therefore existing buildings are not 
affected. This is the reason for the introduction of the fire safety (England) regulation 2022 to fill 
that gap. 

 
6. How and what are the main recent fire safety amendments that apply to the adaption or 

changes to existing buildings? e.g., Commercial Premises (e.g., Shops, Warehouses. Office 
blocks) with residential (e.g., flats) above? 

 
The only real changes will be with regards to the fire separation between purpose groups and 
the residential premises. The recent fire safety amendments only really cover residential 
buildings. 

 
7. Have an added fire safety requirement during building under construction. 
 

If the building has already received building consent, then only the new Fire Safety (England) 
Regulation 2022 will apply. 

 
8. Fire Safety Act 2021, did you say it does apply to the building's external doors, including the 

front, as well as the front doors to each separate flat? 
 

Yes. The external envelope and the internal doors, only where there are two or more domestic 
premises, and with a shared common area. 

 
9. Do you know if PAS79 will be updated to include these changes, particularly around external 

cladding? 
 

I would suggest the introduction of PAS 9980 was introduced to cover this element. However, 
PAS 79 may be updated to consider this new PAS. Volume 2 still has not been reintroduced 
because of legal action. 

 
10. Can the prioritisation tool be used for compliance in Scotland? 
 

When attempting to show compliance with legislation, the adherence to a guidance document 
can prove this. Although this may not have specifically been produced for the use in Scotland, if 
there is no other tool to use, I would suggest this will be acceptable. 

 
11. Do you think there will be extra evidence required for Principal Designers and Designers to 

showcase, they have upskilled with these amendments, when tendering for work? 
 

Principle Designers tender against specific scopes of work. If the scope does not cover this 
requirement, I would suggest the designer mention this to the person requiring the work to be 
completed and they may well receive favour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



12. Will any similar legislation apply in Scotland at all? 
 

Scotland already have a series of documents for the various types of building and I would 
suggest England are merely catching up. Guidance for Scottish fire safety guidance can be found 
at the following location: 

 
https://www.gov.scot/collections/fire-safety-guidance/ 

 
13. What about changes to other buildings, retail, hospitality etc 
 

This webinar only focuses on changes to residential buildings and these have been made due to 
the Grenfell inquiry. 

 
14. SIB - What is the point of having contact details of the RP when the details required by the FRS in 

a time of need would not be known by the RP. The person to be contacted in the first instance 
should be the person responsible for fire safety which will most likely be a different person. 

 
The responsible person has overall responsibility for a premises. They can be contacted and 
provide other information if required. Historically, it has been extremely difficult for the fire 
service to identify who is responsible for a building making contact concerning fire safety issues 
and prosecution difficult if not sometimes impossible. This will now make this process easier. 

 
15. Do hotels aparthotels and short stay apartments fall under the classification residential building 
 

ADB Volume 1 classifies purpose group Residential (other) 2(b) as being a hotel, boarding house, 
residential college, hall of residence, hostel or any other residential purpose not described 
above. So, all residential properties are covered. 

 
The Fire Safety (England) Regulation 2022 however covers domestic premises. Some of these 
could be classed as domestic premises dependant on the contract and length of stay. 

 
16. There is a lot of changes to residential do you think this will come into commercial buildings & 

business? 
 

At present I do not believe there will be any changes to other than dwellings purely because 
these changes have only come about due to the Grenfell inquiry. 

 
17. Re lifts, are lift companies required to identify each lift with its location including post codes or 

for example what3words ref 
 

No. I would suggest a location within a building with the building address would suffice. 
 
18. You've mentioned "with a shared communal space a couple of times". Some of our buildings 

with two or more flats have no communal area, i.e., only external door into each flat e.g., a 
maisonette, one above the other - are these to be included within the new regulations? 

 
I would suggest not. The ‘shared communal space’ is with reference to the means of escape. If 
they do not share a common space which forms the means of escape it does not apply. 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/fire-safety-guidance/


19. is there any specific regulation for public places - such as church buildings. 
 

If it is a place of work then the regulatory reform (fire safety) order 2005 applies. 
 
20. Shouldn’t a fire risk assessment determine whether a block needs an alarm system? 
  

A fire risk assessment should be written to the appropriate guidance document and this should 
determine if an alarm system is required. 

 
21. is there any indication as to when the new guides will be published? 
 

Not at present. There was consultation and a company appointed. However, the government are 
yet to make public a date of publication. 

 
22. Has anything been included about resident responsibilities as an equip to sections 7 & 8 of H&S 

Act 74? 
 

The Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 only relates to the workplace. However, it does 
cover relevant people, but only in respect of employer/ employee responsibilities towards them. 

 
23. Are there any changes that would apply for day centres (no residential accommodation on the 

premises) where service is provided to vulnerable adults? 
 

No. The recent changes only cover residential premises. 
 
24. With Warehouses will we need to highlight in a risk assessment if existing buildings are cladded 

in MCM PE and include that in a secure information box? 
 
No. This requirement only covers residential premises. 
 
25. is the requirement to inspect fire doors every 3 month a requirement for buildings under 

11mtrs, if not what is the requirement? 
 

No. BS 9999 stipulates: 
 

Six-monthly 
Fire doors 
All fire doors should be inspected every six months. In particular, it should be ensured that: 
a) heat-activated seals and smoke seals are undamaged; 
b) door leaves are not structurally damaged or excessively bowed or deformed; 
c) gaps between the door leaf and the frame are not so small as to be likely to bind, or so large as 
to prevent effective fire and smoke-sealing; 
d) hanging devices, securing devices, self-closing devices and automatic release mechanisms are 
operating correctly. 

 
26. John many thanks on the presentation could i ask what is the fire risk assessment tool? 
 

The prioritisation tool takes Responsible Persons through a series of fire safety related questions 
about a building. This information is then scored to assist them to determine the priority of their 
buildings for updating their fire risk assessments. 

 



27. Will this impact on supported living as well?  
 

Only if the premises has two or more domestic premises, and with a shared common area. 
 
28. Where people are supported in their own homes? 
 

See 27 above. 
 
29. I noticed that Military establishments were not applicable, does this include PFI buildings which 

are used by military personnel?  
 

Any military establishment as I would suggest this fall under crown property. 
 
30. will the new guidance for residents to comply be considered in their tenancy and leasehold 

agreement. 
 

I would suggest it would be prudent for landlords to make this a stipulation within a tenancy 
agreement and leasehold agreement. 

 
31. I understand this applies to HMOs is there any guidance you can supply to me please 

This does not apply to all HMOs. Only those with single private dwellings. The best guidance for 
these premises is the LACoRS guide: 

 
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/assets/attach/2940/LACORS-Fire-Safety-guide-April-2009-.pdf 

 
Also, some fire services such as Bedfordshire have produced supplementary guides to help: 

 
https://www.bedsfire.gov.uk/Community-safety/Landlords-and-renting/Supplementary-Guide-
to-Fire-Safety-Standards-for-Residential-Properties.pdf 

 
32. As well as an update for Scotland can we do something similar for Northern Ireland please. 
 

This is something we can look at as a committee for a possible future webinar session. 
 
33. Won't the HTM (for Healthcare Premises) be updated relevant to the changes outlined in today's 

presentation? 
 

Health Technical Memoranda (HTMs) give comprehensive advice and guidance on the design, 
installation and operation of specialised building and engineering technology used in the 
delivery of healthcare. These were published in 2015. I am sure they may be reviewed soon. 

 
34. If there's no sleeping Risk or it's a 1/2 storey building (utilized for business / commercial 

purposes), is any of this new / amended legislation(s) appliable and is it just the RRFSO that 
would be applicable? 
 
Only the updates to ADB volume 2 that covers these types of premises. 

 
35. Is there, or will there be, an expectation that non-residential buildings will be required to assess 

their external wall systems? 
 

Not at present. The recent changes have only come about as a result of the Grenfell inquiry. 

https://www.southwark.gov.uk/assets/attach/2940/LACORS-Fire-Safety-guide-April-2009-.pdf
https://www.bedsfire.gov.uk/Community-safety/Landlords-and-renting/Supplementary-Guide-to-Fire-Safety-Standards-for-Residential-Properties.pdf
https://www.bedsfire.gov.uk/Community-safety/Landlords-and-renting/Supplementary-Guide-to-Fire-Safety-Standards-for-Residential-Properties.pdf


 
36. Thanks for reply. I was getting at the expectation of what should be contained in the FRA 

compared to what you actually end up with.  I think that there are lots of company's selling FRAs 
that do not contain specific information to the building and it contains more generalised advice.  
I also see that people (Tech IFE) that do not meet the competency criteria but then they have 
someone in the office who hasn't even seen the building, who is GradIFE signing off the FRA.  
Surely, this practice needs to be stopped? 

 
I would suggest if a Fire Risk Assessor went to court, they would have to prove their level of 
competence. This will be covered in the current discussions around the meaning of competence. 
The extent of the FRA depends on the contract the responsible person has with the fire risk 
assessor. 

 
37. Is there or will there be changes to warehouse and manufacturing buildings?  The presentation 

was informative about residential. 
 

Not at present. The recent changes have come about as a result of the Grenfell inquiry. 
 
38. is there information on care instruction for flat doors that can be shared with residents 
 

There is lots of advice on the internet from the various recognised bodies. 
39. As IOSH members, we are more concerned about office/commercial/industrial buildings. Why 

too emphasis on residential ones? 
 

This webinar focused on recent regulation and legislation updates. We cover fire safety within all 
types of premises in other webinars. 

 
40. Do the changes effect factories with a height over 40m? 
 

No. This only covers residential premises. 
  
41. are there any changes affecting commercial (non-residential) buildings please? 
 

Not at present. 
 
42. Re inspecting dwelling doors, the answer felt like the drive was to prove you tried to inspect it 

my first answer would be to identify their objection and resolve it so you could inspect the door 
 

Regulation 10 requires the responsible person to undertake – on a best endeavour basis – 
annual checks of all flat entrance doors (including self-closing devices) that lead onto a building’s 
common parts. 

 
From a legal perspective an obligation to use best endeavours means that the party is expected 
to do everything that a reasonable person would be able to do in the circumstances. The extent 
to which a reasonable person would be expected to do something is likely to depend on the 
context of the agreement. However, it places a very strong obligation on the party that commits 
to such a clause and they ought to expect to be put to proof of compliance. 

 
 
 



43. Thanks for the webinar reference, Fire Risk Management Group: Legal update. My question 
relates to the impact/changes in legislation pertaining to retail/hospitality/restaurants and 
potential impact of the changes – Any advice would be appreciated. 

 
Only those changes within ADB Volume 2 will have an impact. There haven’t been any 
fundamental changes to the categories you have specified. These changes are only as a result of 
the Grenfell Inquiry. 


